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WELCOME to the December 2025 – January 2026 edition of the 

Parish News.  We now have a permanent vicar, 

following Revd Mark Poole’s Collation on the 17th 

November, a much awaited and celebrated 

occasion. 

 

For the first time in 500 years the head of the 

Church of England has met and prayed with the 

Pope.  This issue includes how that religious 

split began.  

 

We wish all our readers best wishes for the festive period.  Hopefully the 

weather will permit some dry winter walks. 

 

THE PARISH NEWS EDITORIAL TEAM 
        01759  ..……… 

Allerthorpe     Penny Simmons   303832 

   pennysimmons@mac.com 

   Mark Stageman   303862 

   misitaalgoec@gmail.com 

   Margaret Murray 

   margaret.m.murray17@gmail.com 

Barmby Moor     Susan Bell     07933 281457 

      scotgreavebell@yahoo.com 

Fangfoss and Bolton    Julia Cockman   369662 

      julia.cockman@gmail.com 

Yapham-cum-Meltonby    Ann Pearson    303214 

      annepearsonmhf@gmail.com 

Thornton and Melbourne   Rebecca Metcalfe   318562 

      rebeccaemetcalfe@hotmail.co.uk 
       

 

We welcome all articles but reserve the right to shorten or amend them. 

Whilst we are happy to publish unedited articles, in the spirit of freedom of 

speech, any views expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish News 

Editorial Team.  Please send your articles for the next issue to Mark 

Stageman by Saturday 10th January 2026.
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THE ENGLISH REFORMATION 
DIVORCE, DISSOLUTION AND DISSENT 
 

Part 1: Divorce 

 

When Henry VIII wanted something he got it! 

After all, he was the King of England - who 

was going to deny him? 

 

One thing eluded him - a male heir. Despite 

24 years of marriage to Catherine of Aragon, 

and at least 6 pregnancies, only one child had 

survived, a girl, the Princess Mary. 

 

Catherine had come to England in 1501 to marry Henry’s elder brother 

Prince Arthur. As soon as they were married they were dispatched to 

Ludlow Castle to take up their duties as Prince and Princess of Wales. 

Arthur died at Ludlow, probably from pneumonia or pleurisy after only five 

months of marriage, leaving Catherine a widow at seventeen. 

 

When Henry VII died, Henry became King Henry VIII and he married 

Catherine, but when no male child survived he began to desperately look 

for a way out of the marriage. Catherine was probably past the age of 

childbearing and he also had fallen in love with the bewitching Anne 

Boleyn. Henry believed Anne would produce the son he needed. 

 

Henry looked for a valid reason to annul his marriage, and he found the 

answer in the Bible. Leviticus Chapter 20, verse 21 states that it is a sin to 

marry your brother’s widow (Leviticus has an exhaustive list of all those 

you may not marry!). A conflicting Bible passage in Deuteronomy 

suggested that if a brother dies, his brother should marry his widow. Which 

was right? 

 

Initially, Henry tried to persuade Catherine to enter a nunnery. However, 

the daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain, and the rightful Queen of 

England, was not going to go quietly. 
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Henry sought the approval of the Pope, but unfortunately for Henry, Pope 

Clement was virtually a prisoner of Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor 

who was significantly, Catherine’s nephew. The Pope did agree to send a 

Papal Legate, Cardinal Campeggio to England to preside over a court 

alongside Henry’s chief Minister Cardinal Wolsey. 

 

During this court hearing Catherine swore that her marriage to Prince 

Arthur had never been consummated. This was a dramatic statement, 

which in such a religious age, carried enormous weight, as if Catherine was 

lying it would be to the peril of her immortal soul. There was to be no easy 

outcome for Henry. Cardinal Campeggio, old and suffering from painful 

gout, returned to Rome without a favourable decision for Henry. 

 

Wolsey had failed to achieve the desired result, and 

Anne was furious that he had not succeeded to bring 

matters to a favourable conclusion. He was banished 

and Henry replaced him with Thomas Cromwell 

(pictured), his protege.  Cromwell was a pragmatist 

and knew that there could only be one outcome. He 

enlisted the support of those who were looking for 

change, including Archbishop Cranmer. He also 

sought the opinion of other churchmen and 

academics, and in 1534 the Act of Supremacy was passed. This made 

Henry the head of the Church of England, giving a complete split from the 

Pope, and he therefore had no need to get permission from Rome. He was 

now free to marry Anne Boleyn, who had finally slept with Henry and was 

almost certainly pregnant. They had gone through a very private marriage 

ceremony at some point. 

 

His hopes of a male heir however were again thwarted when Anne gave 

birth to a girl, the future Queen Elizabeth I. Henry must have been 

devastated – all the years of effort had been in vain. He would, of course, 

use his newfound power for other purposes. 

 

NEXT. Dissolution. How the King became richer and the Church became 

poorer. Could there be a connection? Henry had just the man to sort this 

out - Thomas Cromwell.     Angela Batty
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FARMING NEWS 
Did you have a good harvest? That is a question I have been asked many 

times, by those in the farming fraternity and outside, during the last few 

weeks. Whether that enquiry was out of genuine interest or a courteous 

greeting I’m not too sure. The actual harvesting of the combinable crops 

was very easy this last year as the sun shone nearly every day, and very 

little of the grain and seeds needed to be dried to enable it to be stored 

safely over the winter period. The combines work much more efficiently in 

dry conditions and breakdowns are usually less frequent. No combines or 

tractor and trailers were getting stuck in the fields, as had happened in 

some years gone by, and very little mud was deposited on the roads this 

time (wait for the sugar beet harvest!).  

      

Yields were down with the lack of rainfall during the spring and summer 

which one would think would raise prices, like it did after the droughts of 

the late 1970s. We now live in a global market and what happens here in 

the UK has very little bearing on the price of grain. Wheat is now about 

£175/t and my accountant tells me £200/t is the level at which it should be 

to enable money to be available for future investment. It is often said that  

somebody like Mr Warbuton will cite the fact that the price of a loaf is too 

high because he is paying too much for wheat, but I maintain that if he 

was to offer farmers another £10 or £20/t for their wheat it would make a 

lot of difference to the wheat grower, but there would be no uplift in the 

price of bread because the raw material takes up very little of the cost.  

Whereas manufacture, labour, packaging, distribution and profit margins to 

both them and the shops is where the cost is. So the answer to the query 

at the top is yes and no! 

      

Autumn sowings have been more or less completed into good seedbeds, 

but of course any income from them will not be forthcoming until the late 

summer of next year at the earliest. Sugar beet lifting is now well 

underway, as is the carrot harvest. I suspect that there will not be as much 

spring sown barley next year with the open autumn we have just had 

allowing land work and spraying to proceed at pace. A major problem 

recently is trying to keep crowds of rooks gathering on newly emerging 

wheat on the later drillings on sand land. They can be relentless in that 

they pull out the plant thinning the crop and sometimes making a whole 
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area unviable.  A local farmer quipped to me that bliss was to see a large 

flock of rooks settled on a wheat field that was not yours! 

      

We all put the clocks back one hour in October but I can’t help feeling that 

this twice yearly time alteration is an upset to animals and humans alike. 

An extra hour in bed is great but rarely happens when you care for 

livestock. The Summer Time Act was adopted in 1916 to save coal and 

utilise daylight during the First World War. There was Double Summer 

Time from 1939 to 1945 which moved clocks two hours ahead in summer 

and one hour ahead of GMT in winter to maximise productivity. All very 

confusing. There are only so many hours of daylight so why not adopt 

“British Summertime“ all year round as voted in a poll of Britons in October 

2024 when 60% were in favour. 

      

Euphoria has been spreading throughout the sheep rearing world as 

reported in a leading farming magazine. It appears that wool prices surged 

at auction recently, by 22%. Sounds great, but the reality is that the 

meteoric rise has been to lift the price to £1.20 per fleece, hardly cause to 

open the champagne. The price does not even pay for shearing the sheep. 

To that end, research is being put into breeding sheep that naturally shed 

their wool in the field.  It still needs to be cleared up afterwards, as if left, 

it may alert some members of society that there are a lot of dead lambs 

scattered about the pasture.  

      

To finish on a sporting note, I always thought that an Ashes series was a 

cricket match between England and Australia because somebody in the 

past burnt some bails and put the ashes in an urn. Now I find that the 

England rugby league team has usurped the ashes term for when they play 

Australia. 

G.O. Farmer  

 

 
 Total September = 95 mm or

3.74 inches

Total October  = 62 mm or

2.44 inches

Total Year 2025 = 450 mm or

Very similar total rainfall in September and October 17.72 inches

as the same months in 2024.  The mid September high was unusual.

Recorded in Allerthorpe
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Death at La Fenice, by Donna Leon 

The twisted maze of Venice’s canals has 

always been shrouded in mystery. Even the 

celebrated opera house, La Fenice, has seen 

its share of death… but none so violent and 

horrific as that of world-famous maestro 

Hellmut Wallauer, poisoned during a 

performance of La Traviata. 

 

With a backdrop of the city so vivid, you can 

almost smell it, Commissario of Police Guido  

Brunnetti, is shocked at the number of 

enemies Wallauer has made on his way to 

the top — but how many have motive 

enough for murder? 

 

 

 Marble Hall Murders, by Anthony Horowitz  

From the best-selling author of the hit BBC 

drama, Moonflower Murders, here’s a 

murder story with a difference, because this 

is a supremely clever, entertaining novel, 

multilayered, where the difference between 

fiction and reality can be a matter of life and 

death. Susan Ryeland has edited two novels 

about the famous detective Atticus Pünd, 

and both times she’s come close to being 

killed.  As she works on Pünd’s Last Case, a 

story set in an exotic villa in the South of 

France, she uncovers more and more 

parallels between the past and the present, 

the fictional and the real world, until 

suddenly she finds that she has become a 

target herself.  

 

Felicity Beaumont 
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CHRISTMAS PANTO TIME! 

You shall go to the ball with this year’s sparkling 

pantomime Cinderella, at the Grand Opera House 

York. From Sat 6th Dec 2025 – Sun 4th Jan 2026. 

Grab your friends, family and colleagues, sparkle 

your slippers and book your tickets before the clock 

strikes!  

Go online for performance times – tickets from £6. 

atgtickets.com/york 

Groups best offer £25 per ticket for groups of 10+ (Selected performances) 

 

Perhaps you’d prefer York Theatre Royal and 

Evolutions Productions’ enchanting pantomime this 

year, Sleeping Beauty?  

From 2nd December 2025 – 4th January 2026 

 

York Favourite, Robin Simpson, is back this year as 

Nurse Nellie! He’ll be getting up to more hijinks in 

this fun-filled show.  Written by Paul Hendry and 

directed by Juliet Forster- the same team behind last 

year’s genius smash hit pantomime Aladdin!  

 

Family tickets available for all performances - £90 for bookings with 3 

tickets, including at least 1 adult and 1 under 16, saving up to £47.50 

Box Office: 01904 623568 

 

If you’re looking for an alternative to pantomime 

over the holidays, then why not join young Oliver 

Twist at Hull Truck Theatre from 28th November 

2025 – Sunday 4th January 2026 in this festive 

adaptation of Charles Dickens’ classic novel, adapted 

by Deborah McAndrew and directed by Mark Babych. 

 

Tickets: £35-£11 Concessions available on peak and standard 

performances. Box Office : 01482 323638 

Julia Pattison 
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PLANTING FOR WINTER INTEREST 
After the vibrant colours of the warm summer garden and the stunning 

autumnal shades of November have faded, we enter the colder winter 

months of shortened daylight and the thought of spending many hours in 

the garden may not have the same appeal. Yet there are many ways to 

ensure your garden is an attractive place and that views from your 

windows offer interest in terms of colour, structure and shapes. When you 

venture out the textures and scents can all be enjoyed and appreciated. 

 

Of course, to enjoy visual delights in your garden some thoughtful planning 

and planting are needed – longer-term planning for trees and shrubs and 

much shorter-term planning for frost-hardy perennials and bulbs.  

 

Trees (can be planted now, so long as there’s no 

frost) displaying beautiful bark that is particularly 

noticeable when the leaves have fallen include Acer 

griseum (left) and various silver birches. Acer 

griseum, the paperbark maple, is an incredibly 

ornamental slow growing, spreading tree with 

cinnamon coloured, flaking bark which looks stunning when backlit by the 

low winter sun. Eventually it will reach a height of about 10 metres.  

 

The silver birch Betula utilis jacquemontii or Himalayan 

birch (right) displays unusual bright white bark all year 

round that can look almost magical in winter. The 

branches fork out from the stunning white trunk fairly 

low down, then grow sharply upwards to naturally form 

a broad crown that reaches 15 metres. It is relatively 

fast growing. This tree will thrive on its own but does 

look particularly good when planted in groups of three 

or more. 

 

Winter-flowering shrubs are a valuable asset to a wildlife-friendly garden, 

providing nectar in the coldest months. Drawn by strong fragrance, this 

can be a lifeline for overwintering bumblebees and other insects that 

venture out in search of food on milder winter days.  
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Daphne bholua ‘Jacqueline Postill’ (left) has clusters of 

small, sweetly scented, deep pink buds which can open 

in January and February. It originates from the eastern 

Himalayas and is a choice, slow-growing, semi-evergreen 

shrub which thrives in a sunny, sheltered position. Try it 

in a mixed or winter border or next to a path where its 

fragrance can be appreciated.  

 

Hamamelis (witch hazel) will provide you with 

flowers, often as early as January. Their strands of 

ribbon-like petals shrug off heavy rain, frost and 

snow without browning or withering. Hamamelis 

‘Pallida’ (right) is arguably the best pale-yellow witch 

hazel to look at and it also has an extraordinary 

scent, reminiscent of freesias. There are many 

hamamelis in striking shades of orange and red but the yellows tend to 

have more scent.  

During winter, shrubs and trees can be underplanted 

with a variety of flowering plants. Helleborus niger 

(Christmas Rose), an early-flowering hellebore, will 

often produce its large, glowing white flowers in time 

for the Christmas festivities - and it will usually 

continue to bloom until early spring. It is invaluable for 

livening up the garden during some of the darkest 

months of the year, whether planted out into a partially shaded border, or 

popped into a patio pot or window box.  

 

Snowdrops and aconites are popular favourites 

and will provide welcome bursts of beautiful 

blooms from January onwards – a very cheering 

sight as they emerge through fallen leaves from 

the previous year. 

 

So enjoy your garden this winter, and why not plant a new tree or shrub or 

flowers that will provide colour and interest during this winter and in the 

winters to come.      Penny Simmons 
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Pocklington Singers present  

An Evening of Christmas 

Delights. 

Saturday 13th December 7.30 pm 

All Saints' Church Pocklington 

£12 on door or at church office  

Students £5  Children free 
Refreshments available 
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THRESHOLDS 
As we journey through Advent into the joy of Christmas, and then into the 

fresh promise of a new year, I find myself reflecting on ‘thresholds.’ Those 

in-between spaces where one thing ends and another begins. 

 

During the darkness of December, the season of Advent invites us to wait 

in hope and expectation until we cross the threshold into Christmas, and 

celebrate that extraordinary moment when God Himself crossed a 

threshold and entered our world as a vulnerable child. Christmas reminds 

us that no season is too dark for God’s light to enter, no circumstances too 

messy for divine love to inhabit. God crossed the threshold between 

heaven and earth to became one of us, to be with us and to show us how 

to live and love. I find it a source of strength and comfort that God knows 

the joys and sorrows, the struggles and challenges of living a human life. 

 

So, what about the threshold from December into January then? For many 

of us it’s not a threshold we look forward to crossing, as January tends to 

be described as either ‘dry January’, ‘diet January’ or ‘skint January’, or all 

three! I prefer to think that crossing this threshold provides us with an 

opportunity to carry the light of Christmas forward into a new year. As we 

may make resolutions, turn calendar pages, and speak of new beginnings, 

perhaps we can cross this threshold with the light of Christmas still burning 

in our hearts. A light that shines out through things such as showing love 

and kindness to neighbours, offering help and support to those in need, 

committing to being in community with one another and creating space to 

be more present in the moment, present in the presence of God. 

 

The weeks ahead will bring their own joys and challenges. Some of us will 

celebrate; others will grieve. Some will feel energized by possibilities; 

others may feel weary. In all of this, we journey together, sustained by the 

knowledge that Emmanuel, God with us, isn’t just a Christmas sentiment 

but an everyday reality that crosses all the thresholds of life. May this 

season deepen your awareness of God’s presence, strengthen the bonds of 

our parish family, and renew your hope for the year ahead. With prayers 

and blessings for the festive season and the new year to come. 

Your Vicar, Mark.
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DECEMBER CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 
 

Date Parish Time Service or Event      

7th December 

Second Sunday 

of Advent 

Yapham 

Thornton 

Allerthorpe 

9.15 am 

10.45 am 

5.00 pm 

Holy Communion  

Holy Communion  

Evensong  
14th December 

Third Sunday 

of Advent  

Fangfoss 

Barmby Moor 

 

9.15 am 

6.00 pm 

 

Holy Communion  

Seven Lessons 

and Carols 

19th December Thornton 7.00 pm Carol Service 

21st December 

Fourth Sunday  

of Advent 

Allerthorpe 

Thornton 

Fangfoss 

9.15 am 

10.45 am 

6.00 pm 

Holy Communion 

Morning Prayer 

Carols on the 

Green 

22nd December Allerthorpe 7.00pm Carol Service 

24th December 

Christmas Eve 

Thornton 

Fangfoss 

Barmby Moor 

3.00 pm 

5.00pm 

11.30 pm 

Christingle 

Crib Service 

Midnight Mass 

25th December 

Christmas Day 

Allerthorpe 

 

9.15 am 

 

Holy Communion 

28th December 

First Sunday  

of Christmas 

 

Barmby Moor 

 

10.00 am 

Benefice Service 

Holy Communion 

 

Every Wednesday there is a service at 10am at St Catherine’s, 

Barmby Moor. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

 

We welcome into the Church family by baptism: 

Rufus George Hugo Tindell, baptised at Barmby Moor on 21st September. 

Willow Isabella Owston, baptised at Barmby Moor on 28th September. 

Willow Michelle Byfield, baptised at Barmby Moor on 26th October.. 
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JANUARY CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 
 

Date Parish Time Service or Event    

   
4th January  

Second Sunday of 

Christmas  

Thornton 

Allerthorpe 

10.45 am 

5.00 pm 

Holy Communion  

Evensong 

  
11th January 

First Sunday  

after Epiphany 

  

Fangfoss 

Barmby Moor 

9:15 am 

10.45 am 

Holy Communion 

Morning Prayer  

18th January 

Second Sunday 

after Epiphany 

 

Allerthorpe 

Thornton 

9.15 am 

10.45 am 

Holy Communion 

Morning Prayer 

25th January 

Third Sunday  

after Epiphany 

 

Fangfoss 

Barmby Moor 

 

9.15 am 

10.45 am 

 

Morning Prayer 

Holy Communion 

 

 

We say a sad farewell and offer condolences to the family of:  

Barbara Mary Swales, service and burial at Thornton on 20th October. 

Patricia Puckering, service and burial at Barmby Moor on 29th October. 

Kenneth William Richardson, service at Allerthorpe on 10th November, 

followed by cremation at Willerby. 
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BENEFICE NEWS 
The 17th November saw us at the Collation Service welcoming Revd 

Mark Poole as the permanent vicar of the benefice. There was a fine 

turnout from all the five parishes to witness Revd Mark’s collation by 

the Right Revd Flora Winfield, the Bishop of Selby, and his induction by 

Canon Liz Hassall, the Acting Archdeacon of York. 

 

The five parishes have all worked extremely hard to raise their goodwill 

offerings to the Diocese over the last three years to finance the 

permanent post of a vicar. 

 

Everybody was delighted to be able to celebrate 

Revd Mark’s long-term position, and to have his 

and Emma’s future in the benefice assured. The 

celebration was even more special on hearing 

the news of the birth of their second grandchild. 

All our best wishes for the future. 

  

NEWS FROM ALLERTHORPE 

Transport Challenge 

The transformer delivery on the 28th 

October to the Starkraft Solar Farm 

through the village cause excitement 

negotiating the bend by the Plough Inn.  
 

Christmas Carol Service 

This year our Carol Service will be on Monday 

December 22nd at 7 pm. This event truly signals the 

beginning of the Christmas festival. It would be 

lovely to see you all in the church, with your 

extended families on this very special evening. 

Children are most welcome as the Nativity part of 

the service is really directed at them. You are invited after the service for 

refreshments at the Old Vicarage. Many thanks as ever to Angela Batty for 

her warm hospitality.  
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Jams and Preserves 

There is a fine selection of jams, marmalade and 

chutney at the back of church - these make great 

Christmas gifts for your foodie friends particularly 

the new addition of quince and apple jelly! Priced 

£3 for a single jar or two jars for £5.  

 

Food Bank 

Ken Cutsforth wishes to express sincere thanks for your 

great generosity in supplying donations to this very 

worthwhile charity. Christmas is a wonderful time for 

some of us and a stressful one for those who are 

struggling financially. All the usual contributions of cold weather items like 

cans of soup, packets of tea bags or anything for making hot drinks are 

very acceptable. But it would be so nice if we could add some little festive 

treat as well. Perhaps some good chocolate biscuits or some savoury items 

like cheese crackers might just cheer someone up on Christmas Day! 

 

Allerthorpe Ladies Pub Social (ALPS)  

Sue Bennett and Bev Butler have come up with this great 

plan to get the ladies together.  It’s on the third Thursday 

of the month and starts at 7.30 pm. The idea is to drop 

into the Plough for a drink and a social chat and get to 

know each other a little bit. If you are anxious about 

coming on your own, please  don’t be. Bev and Sue will be waiting to greet 

you as you come through the door. The next meet up for December is on 

Thursday December 18th at 7.30 pm. Obviously this is a busy time but you 

might just be glad to escape the Christmas chaos for an hour or two!  

 

Christmas Trees  

Have you got yours yet? You could save yourself all the 

bother of searching and order one of these lovely 

homegrown Yorkshire Christmas trees. Priced at £10 a 

foot. Laura can deliver your tree within a 10mile radius of 

Allerthorpe. All proceeds to Macmillan Cancer Support and 

Hershorn Syndrome Research. Contact: Laura Brennan  

07815 904213 
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Village Planters  

Many thanks to Angela and Margaret for refreshing the 

village planters with spring bulbs and lots of colourful 

violas to cheer us up in the winter months. Thank you also 

to Sue and Paul for replanting the containers by the 

benches across from the pub.  

 

Allerthorpe 100 Club Winners 

September: £25 – Tim O’Gram (60), Mark Balance (188),  

     Chris Pollard (30) 

October: £25 – Jane Smith (63), Oliver Cuthbert (51), Penny Simmons (84) 

 

NEWS FROM BARMBY MOOR 
Pet Service 

The celebration services 

have proved very 

popular. The last one of 

the year - the Pet Service 

is a favourite of Revd. 

Mark. All participants 

were in good voice with 

Revd. Mark proving 

especially popular with so many treats in his pocket.  

 

Thank you to Sue for the beautiful wreath of purple poppies that we placed 

in Church to remember the animals that have served during wartime. 

 

Remembrance Day Service 

At St Catherine’s, more than 120 people came together to pay their 

respects on Remembrance Day. The service was attended 

by representatives from the Pocklington School Combined 

Cadet Force, members of 102 (Ceylon) Squadron, the Parish 

Council, and the Local Council along with many from our 

village. All gathered with the shared purpose of honouring 

and remembering those who made the ultimate sacrifice for 

their country.  
 



 
23 

 

Coffee at the Café  

St. Catherine’s Café will be open on Saturday the 6th December for regular 

menu offerings. 20th December will be our last café before Christmas, so 

please do join us for this special café. We will be serving mince pies and 

apple cake along with the usual coffee and tea. There will be no charge for 

this. To our regulars do come along so we can wish you a Happy Christmas 

and thank you for your support over the past year. If you haven’t been to 

the café before or are new to the village do pop in, you would be most 

welcome.  The full menu resumes in the New Year, with openings on 3rd 

and 17th January. 

 

Beer and Banter 

Thank you to the landlords of the pubs we've visited this year for your 

warm hospitality.  As the December gathering would fall on the 25th, our 

next Beer and Banter meet will be held on January 29th. The venue is to be 

decided. 

If you would like to join this group, please get in touch with Den Gardham 

on 07740171269. It is a very informal group with some able to attend 

every month and others occasionally, but all sharing an enjoyment of a 

glass of beer and a good chat. 

 

Chatty Craft 

We continue to meet in St. Catherine’s Church social space every Monday 

10am - 12 noon where we help each other with our crafts, from beginners 

to the more experienced knitters, sewers, crochet and cross stitch with lots 

of advice and encouragement. 

 

At the moment, the group has completed bunting, 

each using their own skills for each pennant which is 

on display in church and spells out Chatty Craft.  

Occasionally we also enjoy meeting up for lunch to 

enjoy each other’s company without the distraction of 

our crafts.  We hope you like seeing our skills on the 

church gates. There are now sixteen of us, a very 

friendly group.  More are always welcome to join us, 

just pop in for a coffee and chat to us.  We have lots of lovely homemade 

gifts to purchase for Christmas, with the proceeds going to St. Catherine’s.  
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Gardening Group  

The gardening group has met twice a month since it began in March. The 

energy and enthusiasm have been boundless. Thank you. You are making 

an amazing difference.  

We will not be working in December or January, but we hope, weather 

permitting, to meet in February when we will look at the three-year plan 

for the churchyard and decide what our priorities are. 

If you feel able to come to help the group, you would be most welcome. 

Laughter, coffee or tea and a piece of cake are guaranteed. (Contact Den 

on 07740171269). 

 

Christmas Services in St 

Catherine’s. 

Seven Lessons and Carols - 6pm on 

Sunday 14th December followed by 

mulled wine and mince pies  

Midnight Mass - 11:30pm on 

Christmas Eve - Wednesday 24th 

December. 

 

St Catherine‘s Church 100 Club 

In December we will have the Christmas prize draw and as renewal letters 

will follow shortly we do hope that you will continue to support the 100 

club in 2026.  Congratulations to the following winners. 

October: £20 - Sheena Fielder (50), £15 - Tom Culyer (169),  

£10 - Graham Todd  (305)   

November: £20 - Anne Argyll (308), £15 - Jill Vass (355),  

£10 - Jonathan Britton (22)   

 

Mothers Union 

I think we may have to try harder next year.  In what way, you ask?  

Maybe our meetings are too much fun and we should try harder to make 

them more serious - that would be more in keeping with the general 

perception of what is involved with a Mothers Union meeting.  

Unfortunately, our recent September meeting failed on all counts!  Sue 

Woodcock joined us and told us a few tales from her early career, both as 

a police officer and more recently as a shepherdess.  The chuckling from 
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her audience became more insistent, and definitely louder, but she 

continued bravely.  It was an excellent way to spend a dull (weather-wise) 

Wednesday afternoon, and even during our tea and biscuits she was 

pestered for more information.  Thank you Sue! 

We meet every other month at 2pm in the cafe area at St Catherine’s 

Church, Barmby Moor.  Our next meeting will be Wednesday, 14th January 

2026, when we have our social gathering (fun for us all!).  Everyone is 

welcome, so do join us for our meetings - there is always a cup of tea 

afterwards. 

Fiona Anderson 

Barmby Moor Community Group 

As we get ready for our festive celebrations with our loved ones, we would 

like to take the time to thank everyone in our community, who have come 

together to support, donate and enjoy all of the celebrations and fundraiser 

events that the group has delivered this year. 

 

We celebrated the VE Day celebrations, enjoyed a race night, and sold a 

few bits at the drive way sale. We supported local businesses at our 

Christmas market event, and as we move into the festive period, we 

welcome Father Christmas back to the village to 

meet our youngsters on Saturday 13th December.  

 

Last but not least, we have our wonderful 

evening celebration with our Live Nativity held at 

the Boot and Slipper pub, written and narrated 

by our talented vicar Reverend Mark Poole, with 

audience participation and amazing young 

actors. Our local Barmby Moor choir will entertain 

us. A truly outstanding evening for all to enjoy.  

This evening is only possible due to our amazing 

group of volunteers and our community who 

support us in everything we do. 

 

May we take this opportunity to wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year. Our very 

best wishes for 2026, from all of the Barmby Moor 

Community Group. 
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Barmby Moor Calley Trust 

The Calley Trust considers applications for financial assistance to those 

who need help within the Barmby Moor Parish boundary from schools, 

children's activity groups, elderly people etc. The Trust also welcomes 

applications from organisations for educational or welfare purposes. 

 

Applications from residents or organisations within Barmby Moor are 

considered by the trustees in strict confidence and should be made to: 

Barry Malin - Clerk to Barmby Moor Calley Trust - Tel: (01759) 303189 

Email: lodgebarmbymoor@gmail.com 

 

Dementia Forward 

 

 

Advance Notice 

DEFIBRILLATOR FAMILIARISATION COURSE 

Date – Saturday 10th January, time 10am in the Barmby 

Moor Village Hall, Chapel Street, YO42 4EN 

 

The session usually lasts no more than an hour.  We explain 

what happens when you call 999, how the call is triaged and 

how a defibrillator is accessed if required.   
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We fetch a training defibrillator and mannequin and show how the 

defibrillator works, how to check if a person is or isn’t breathing and how to 

do CPR.  We ask that there is a minimum of 10 people if possible, but there 

are no maximum numbers.  If you wish to attend, please advise the Village 

Hall Secretary: nspencer611@gmail.com 

 

Swedish Death Cleaning - A Gentle Gift to Those You Love 

Despite its dramatic name, Swedish Death Cleaning is not about death - it’s 

about living with intention and leaving behind clarity, not clutter.  

Originating from the Swedish term döstädning (dö = death, städning = 

cleaning), it’s a practice that encourages us to thoughtfully sort through 

our belongings, keeping only what adds value to our lives and letting go of 

what no longer serves us. 

 

To read more about Swedish Death Cleaning, the book The Gentle Art 

of Swedish Death Cleaning by Margareta Magnusson is highly 

recommended.  

 

For those who find the idea of Swedish Death Cleaning appealing but 

overwhelming, support is available. Lydia Edwards-Massie, is a professional 

organiser based in Barmby Moor. To contact Lydia or learn more visit 

www.properplaceprojects.co.uk, email 

properplaceprojects@gmail.com, or call 07984 114676. 

 

NEWS FROM FANGFOSS, BOLTON AND SPITTAL 
News from St Martin’s Church 

Harvest 

In our well-attended evening Harvest Service at the start of October, Revd 

Mark gave us much food for thought as he led us in a celebration of life-

giving water. Many thanks go to Sally and John for 

the very enjoyable Harvest Supper at the Carpenter’s 

Arms afterwards, the proceeds from which enabled 

us to send a donation of £133 to WaterAid. 

 

The harvest celebrations continued a few weeks later when all the children 

of St Martin’s School presented their harvest poems and artwork to their 

very appreciative families in a packed church. 

mailto:nspencer611@gmail.com
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Remembrance 

We were delighted to welcome Alan Johnson (standard bearer 

from the Pocklington and District branch of the Royal British 

Legion) to our Remembrance Sunday’s poignant Holy 

Communion Service. At the end of the service, Revd Chris 

Wingfield led everyone outside for a short service of 

remembrance at the Commonwealth War Graves. A poppy 

wreath was laid by David Nichol and Aaron Galtress, 

representing Fangfoss with Bolton Parish Council, 

commemorating the sacrifice made by so many. 

 

Christmas is coming! 

Once again, the Fangfoss, Spittal and 

Bolton carollers will be in good voice 

by the middle of December. Last year, 

our generous villagers gave the 

carollers the wonderful amount of 

£600, which was shared equally 

between Jubilee Park and St Martin’s 

Church. So your generosity directly 

benefits our villages. Win, win! 

Best wishes, and see you soon, from Harry Postill and the carollers.  
 

Christmas Café 

Café Connection will be back in action inside St 

Martin’s Church on Saturday 13th December, from 

10am to 12.30pm. Come and enjoy a hot drink and 

village home baking – including delicious Christmas 

cake and mince pies - to eat in or to take away.  

 

Carols on The Green 

Please come and join us on Sunday 21st December at 6pm 

for some carolling on The Green, where we will be singing 

many popular carols as well as other seasonal songs. You 

are then warmly invited to join us for mulled wine and 

festive nibbles inside the church. Please remember to 

wrap up warmly, and to bring a torch/lantern. 
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Christmas Eve 

On December 24th, our candlelit Christmas Eve Crib Service will take place 

at 5pm. This very popular service is especially enjoyed by children, who we 

encourage to help to create our nativity scene. Adults really enjoy this 

service too, so please come and join us in celebrating this very special time 

of the year. 

 

Fangfoss 100 Club Winners 

September 2025: £25 Denise Webster (118), £25 Mari Austin (190) 

October 2025: £25 Barrie Showers (95), £25 Nikki Garnett White (96) 

 

Jubilee Park News 

There is a lot to report form Jubilee Park this month – competition results, 

events and maintenance work! 

 

Potato Competition - The eagerly awaited  results for 

the potato competition were announced in the pub in 

October. This year, gardeners from Spittal scooped the 

prizes. Third prize with a crop of 13.39kg was won by  

John Johnson, second with 14.63kg was Liz Burton, but 

the overall winner, and possibly a record was a crop of 

16.92kg grown by Bill Burton. This is certainly the 

largest crop ever grown in our area from one potato! 

 

Photo competition - Catherine Oxford was the overall winner with her 

picture of Salt Beck down Back Lane. Second was Laura Thompson, and 
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third - Catherine Oxford again. Jessica Hodgkinson won the children’s 

competition with her photo of a rainbow over the Carpenter’s Arms. 

These photos and more will go into the calendar which will be on sale at 

the end of November. These are available from a committee member or 

from the Pottery. 

 

Work at the Park - The work on replacing the roof on the shelters has 

begun and we hope it will be finished by the end of the month. The willow 

tree at the entrance to the Park has been removed, after falling down in 

recent storms.  Unfortunately, the Zip Wire has come to the end of its 

life….  We have had to remove the seat to stop it being used. Now the 

committee are investigating the cost of its repair as it is the most used 

equipment at the Park.  
 

The Bonfire - This was the most 

successful yet. It was a ticketed event 

and the committee weren’t sure how it 

would work – but it did! Those that 

attended were entertained by a 

spectacular firework display and a good 

selection of refreshments. A lot of 

volunteers came forward to help with the 

event – putting up marquees, directing traffic, and running the 

refreshments to name just a few. Without these people, there would be no 

bonfire! 

 

Fund raising - Jean Todd was successful 

in obtaining a grant from Drax Power 

Station. Representatives of the 

committee were invited to go on a tour 

round Drax, where they were presented 

with the cheque. 

 

Thank you for your continued support 

for Jubilee Park. We hope you all have a 

lovely Christmas. 
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NEWS FROM THORNTON AND MELBOURNE 
Harvest Festival 

On Friday 26th September we celebrated Autumn, a 

time of harvest, of joy and of gathering together.  

Gifts were brought for the Food Bank and extra 

donations for an auction. The monies raised went 

towards church funds and a donation for Water Aid.  

Thank you all that contributed. 

 

100 Club Winners 

October: £25 Helen Kettlewell (38),  

£10 Joyce Turner (34),  

£10 Charlie Bramley (106). 

November: £25 Penny Harley (88), £10 David Whitwell (23). 

 

Thank you to everyone for supporting our church and joining for the next 

year.  The first draw will be at the Christmas Carol service on Friday 19th 

December at 7pm. 

 

Rocking Rudolph 

The Derwent Lions will be bringing Rocking Rudolph’s sleigh and Santa to 

Thornton on Wednesday 10th December at about 5.30pm.  Donations will 

go to helping people in our community. 

Christmas Services 

Come and join us at the following services, all are welcome. 

Carol Service – Friday 19th December at 7pm. 

Christingle – Christmas Eve at 3pm. 

 

Date for the Diary 

Spring Concert – Friday 13th March 2026 at Melbourne Village Hall. 

The Pocklington Celebration Singers along with the Barmby Moor 

Community Choir are joining together for an “evening of music”.  There will 

be a raffle to raise funds for the church. Details to follow in January. 

 

Wolds Edge Methodist Church in Melbourne 

Christmas Fair at Melbourne Chapel - Sunday 7th December  

12.00noon to 4.00pm 
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Please join us at the Christmas Fair at Melbourne Village Hall, where will be 

hot drinks, cakes, cards, jam, plants and pre loved items - ideal to give as 

Christmas presents 

 

Family Christmas Service - Sunday 21st December at 10.00am 

 

NEWS FROM YAPHAM-CUM-MELTONBY 
St Martin’s Church News from David Millican 

Little did I know some time ago when I led Morning Prayer at this 

enchanting little church that I would end up as Lay Chair of the PCC and 

looking after the project to what we thought would then be the restoration 

of the building. 

 

Sadly, things have overtaken our abilities and after a Harvest service, Revd 

Mark, Ann Pearson (as Warden) and I looked hard at the ongoing and very 

visible deterioration.  We took the decision then to recommend to the PCC 

that we immediately cease use of the building due to the uncertainty of its 

safety. 

 

We have since had the Diocesan Buildings Advisor and the Architect 

(previously used) to look at the situation and who agreed that the decision 

to stop using the church was the correct one. 

As many know, the plan was to use the Village Hall to continue services 

and we were thrilled that their committee were happy to grant us generous 

terms.  However, since then the Feoffee Trust, as owners of the building, 

have declined this request.  On this basis, and adhering to their decision, 

we are unable to have a Carol or Christmas service in the village. 

 

We will shortly see protective fencing placed around the church.  As time 

progresses, we will update on information, but anyone with any questions 

is welcome to contact me. 

david.millican60@gmail.com 

Final Service 

It was very fitting that the last service held in the church was our harvest 

festival, a very important one in the rural community. We were treated to 

the projector illustrating the need for water on our planet. Children enjoyed 



 
33 

 

waving their ‘banners of blue ribbons depicting water’. Fellowship and 

refreshments were enjoyed in the village hall afterwards. 

 

Sadly this is the end of an era for St Martin’s.              Ann Pearson 

 

Pop-Up Pub 

Back by popular demand, Yapham’s Pop-Up Pub is 

making a return with a Festive Pub Night on Friday 

12th December, 7.30 onwards in Yapham Village 

Hall 

 

Bring family and friends for a village night out or 

pop in for a pint while you’re out with the dog! All welcome. 

 

Whist Drive 

We are always happy to welcome new members in the 

village hall Yapham. 

Meetings are every fortnight 7.15 to 9.15 on a Thursday 

evening. The latest one will be November 27th.  

Please contact Carol Waudby 07976 634104 
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SOME CONTACT NUMBERS . . . . . . . . . .          01759. . . . . . .   
 

Revd Mark Poole                           304672 
 

Allerthorpe, St Botolph’s Church 
Tim O’Gram       303180 

Mark Stageman       303862  
 

Barmby Moor, St Catherine’s Church 
Janet Gardham        07599 070113 

Dennis Gardham        07740 171269 

 

Fangfoss, St Martin’s Church 

Scott Holley          07889 163582 
          

Thornton and Melbourne, St Michael’s Church 

Mrs Janet Hayton                318287 

            
Yapham, St Martin’s Church    

Ann Pearson       303214 
 

Front cover  - Collation - Right Revd Flora Winfield, the Bishop of Selby, 
Revd Mark Poole, Canon Liz Hassall, the Acting Archdeacon of York. 

 

ADVERTISING SPACE - GREAT RATES 
Please contact Mark Stageman 01759 303862 

misitaalgoec@gmail.com  

Please contact us 
now to place your 
advert. Prices per 
year (6 issues). 

⅛ page £78 

¼ page £140 

½ page £252 

full page £453 

Please submit photos, articles, notices, adverts  

for the February – March 2026 issue to 

Mark Stageman, email misitaalgoec@gmail.com 

by Saturday 10th January 2026 latest.  

All enquiries to any member of the Editorial Team  

as listed on page 3.  Thank you. 

 

mailto:ianaitchison155@gmail.com
mailto:misitaalgoec@gmail.com
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THE

CARPENTER S ARMS

FANGFOSS, YO 1 5 G 0175  36 7 5

 t s the most won erful time of the  ear  .

So come and enjoy our festive
Christmas Fayre Menu with Family and Friends
which will be available from 3rd  21st December.

Two Courses  2 .00 or 3 Courses  30.00
This is a pre order menu so pop in and collect a copy

or we ll be happy to e mail or post it to you.

 here ll be  arties for  ostin  ..

And we ll be open for drinks
5 11pm   Christmas Eve
12 3pm   Christmas Day
1 7pm   Boxing Day

Sat 27th   Sun 28th

We ll be open from 12 noon and
a Light Lunch Menu will be available from 12  pm

 n  much mistletoein  ..

So the Bar will be open
5pm  1am   New Years Eve
1pm  7pm   New Years Day

All other days will be our usual hours for food   drinks

We hope to see you over the holidays and would like to wish you

the very merriest Christmas and the happiest New Year


