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WELCOME to the June / July 2020 edition of 

the Parish News.  We hope all our readers remain 

well.   In this edition we look at the impact of the 

coronavirus pandemic on local lives, and how we 

celebrated the 75th anniversary of the ending of 

another momentous time in people’s lives. 

 

THE PARISH NEWS EDITORIAL 

TEAM 
 

Allerthorpe     Penny Simmons   303832 

   pennysimmons@mac.com 

   Mark Stageman   303862 

   misitaalgoec@gmail.com 

Barmby Moor     Jackie Jeffery    303651 

      jack@rosedene.com 

      Gail Turner    380250 

      gturner1518@gmail.com  

Fangfoss and Bolton    Julia Cockman   369662 

      julia.cockman@gmail.com 

Yapham-cum-Meltonby    Elaine Stubbings   304773 

      elainestubbings@btconnect.com 

Thornton and Melbourne   Rebecca Metcalfe   318562 

      rebeccaemetcalfe@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

We are delighted to welcome Jackie Jeffery to the editorial team.  Our 

thanks to Jan Gardham for her many years of service and support of the 

magazine, although stepping down from the editorial team Jan is still 

helping with distribution.  In future any items for the Barmby Moor pages 

should now be sent to Jackie.  

 

We welcome all articles but reserve the right to shorten or amend them. 

Whilst we are happy to publish unedited articles, in the spirit of freedom of 

speech, any views expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish News 

Editorial Team.  

mailto:pennysimmons@mac.com
mailto:misitaalgoec@gmail.com
mailto:elainestubbings@btconnect.com
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COVID-19 AND CHALLENGES FOR VETS  
Hopefully when this article is printed, we will be coming out of lockdown 

with a much-improved situation in the UK regarding Covid-19. 

 

This has been an extremely challenging time to all people and businesses 

alike. As vets, we have faced foot and mouth disease, avian influenza, and 

most recently equine influenza outbreaks.  

 

It has to be said that Covid-19 was a whole new challenge.  At our 

practice, we made the decision just prior to lockdown to split our team of 

vets and nurses into smaller groups that would work together for the 

duration of the restrictions, meaning that if one team became ill they could 

safely isolate and the other teams carry on. As ever we have teams 

working day and night throughout to provide our clients with emergency 

cover. In addition to the companion animal teams, we have a separate 

farm and equine team of four vets.  Farm animal work remained as normal 

as possible, given that food production is an essential element of farm 

work. Social distancing is obeyed as far as possible and we are managing 

to keep our farmers supplied with both services and medicines throughout 

what is always a busy time of year; cows and sheep typically giving birth in 

the spring and sometimes needing help, even Caesarean sections.  

 

Equine and companion animal work was very much initially emergency 

work only, and has developed into provision of inoculations as the crisis 

carries on and as these are needed to prevent further illness in the future.  

We continue to seek guidance from our governing bodies the BVA (British 

Veterinary Association) and the RCVS (Royal College of Veterinary 

Surgeons) as to the level of service it is safe and indeed necessary to 

provide.  

 

Where normally medications would be collected from the surgery, we have 

created safe collection points, and post and deliver medications where 

collection was not appropriate for some of our more vulnerable clients.  

The lockdown has brought challenges to how we work.  This means that 

the client bringing their ill pet remain in their car and a member of our 

team meets them in the car park to take the patient inside.  This keeps the 
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client and the vet as safe as possible and observes the social distancing 

measures the government instructed us all to take.  Also, we have 

increased the giving of advice by telephone.  

 

Our much loved pets probably took a slightly different view to lockdown 

than us, given the fact they were suddenly getting families at home all the 

time, leading to lots of attention with dogs learning lots of new tricks which 

served to entertain both them and our children!  

 

We have often been asked as to whether our pets can carry Covid-19.  The 

current thinking in the profession is that while our pets cannot themselves 

catch Covid-19 and pass it on to us, they could in theory carry Covid-19 on 

their fur if they were to contact someone who had the virus, in the same 

way as a door handle or shopping trolley could be contaminated. It is 

uncertain how long the virus could remain in an organic surface such as 

hair.  The advice here would be not to touch other dogs in case they have 

been in contact with the virus.  

 

We are extremely lucky in Allerthorpe to have a fantastic support network 

during Covid-19 with people available to collect prescriptions, deliver 

shopping etc. to both the vulnerable and those isolating through illness. 

Should future lockdowns occur, it would always be prudent to have a 

stand-in dog walker or someone to help with your dog or cat should you 

become ill yourself or indeed be advised to stay indoors due to being in a 

vulnerable group. 

          Andrew Moll BVetMed MRCVS  
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FARMING NEWS 
Arable farming has largely been unaffected by the coronavirus epidemic. 

The floods and excessive rainfall of last autumn, over the winter and in 

early spring have caused more problems. On farms social distancing has 

had to be observed, but once the tractor and machine have been fuelled 

up and serviced, the driver is away in the fields in his isolated cab complete 

with radio, mobile telephone and in some cases satellite tracking. Tractors 

are usually driven by the same operator so contamination from others in 

the cab does not apply and if another driver is required a weekend gap is 

applied to allow any virus to dissipate. It is a bit more difficult with 

livestock because sometimes two people are required to hold an animal 

whilst delivering medication etc. Many livestock enterprises are run by a 

family with no outside help and, if this is the case, small is beautiful.  

      

The spring sowings have gone well with few weather interruptions. The 

main East Yorkshire spring crops are barley, potatoes, sugar beet, carrots 

and peas.  It is a different story for many dairy farmers with the likes of 

Costa Coffee and Starbucks closed cutting the demand for milk. Farm gate 

prices have halved in some areas.  However, the cows still keep producing 

milk causing many thousands of litres to be thrown away.  One would think 

that the same Costa Coffee customers would be adding milk to their tea 

and coffee at home, but it doesn’t seem to work like that. 

      

The main forms of transport on our country roads have recently been 

tractors and cyclists. Tractors are large, noisy, and imposing and usually 

travel at roughly 30mph or so. Cyclists on the other hand can be difficult to 

spot if not wearing fluorescent clothing and they are for the most part 

silent with some listening to music on earphones oblivious of their 

surroundings. Some are in groups making overtaking difficult. Both modes 

of transport can be on the same road, but each needs to be more 

considerate to the other to avoid any accidents.  

      

Fly-tipping has more than doubled in recent months. That is the practice of 

dumping rubbish and unwanted items in farm gateways, fields, grass 

verges, out of the way areas and even on the public road itself. The 

reasons are many.  Stay at home people with time on their hands have 



 
8 

 

been clearing outhouses, lofts and rooms of items they didn’t know they 

had and have not used for years. They load up their vehicle with the 

intention of taking it to the tip. But no, the local waste disposal site is 

closed. Even in the good times the sites were not always open and for 

some items a charge was made. Seven day a week opening, and the 

complete abolition of charges would go a long way to solving the problem. 

It costs local councils thousands of pounds to collect waste tipped on public 

areas and the waste tipped on private land has to be cleared at the 

expense of the owner. If the waste is asbestos or tyres the cost is 

considerable, and it is at present the landowner’s responsibility even 

though somebody else has tipped it illegally.   

      

There is no doubt that society owes a huge debt of gratitude to all those 

working on the front line of the NHS as they risk their own health to get us 

through this epidemic. But the proposal to extend this display of respect by 

releasing Union Jack lanterns every Sunday night across the UK is a step 

too far. The initiative is no doubt well-intentioned, but it is ill-advised, given 

the risks these devices pose to property, livestock and the environment. 

Not surprisingly  the idea has been shot down in flames, so to speak, as 

the fire service say they are busy enough already at this time. 

G.O. Farmer  

 

Total March = 42.5 mm or

1.67 inches

Total April = 13.5 mm or

0.53 inches

Total Year 2020 = 185 mm or

After a very wet start to the year, March was drier than average, 7.28 inches

with April being very dry.
Recorded in Allerthorpe
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

As I write this we are still in ’lockdown’ and 

probably will still be as you read it, or at least in a 

rather looser form of it.  So, with the future 

uncertain we must try to make the best of the 

here and now. 

 

I know that most people in our area have been 

sensible and looked after themselves, their family 

and friends, especially those shielding others. 

And we have regretted that there is a small minority who have flouted 

government instructions and risked the lives of the vulnerable in our 

community. 

 

But as with every unusual situation there will be some who look to gain 

advantage. Humberside Police tell us that Action Fraud recorded a 400% 

increase in cyber frauds in March alone!  More of us have gone online to 

relieve the boredom, etc., and so have the criminals. Any emails you 

receive saying they are from an official source which ask for money – 

beware! Do not respond to such messages.  Many criminals are playing on 

people’s fears of Covid-19 by pretending to be part of a medical 

organisation – remember, no genuine contact will ask for money and 

hassle you to commit there and then. An honest contact will be patient 

while you check their integrity and will not ask for either your data and/or 

bank details.  

 

Keep alert for scams – check the contact’s information, looking out for poor 

grammar, misspelling, foreign use of words, etc., as many online and 

phone contacts originate from abroad.    

 

All of this applies to phone scams as well – if you receive a phone call 

unexpectedly from someone you don’t know, offering something which 

sounds too good to be true – it is!!  Don’t be polite – put the phone down 

at once (remember that you should leave the phone for at least 10 minutes 

till you pick it up again as criminals have ways of keeping phone lines 

open) or close the online connection immediately. 
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Crimes ‘on the ground’ have decreased, except for anti-social behaviour 

which has increased in some urban areas where people are in lockdown 

and so have to live much closer to those looking for trouble. There are 

some opportunist thieves who watch for people leaving shopping on a 

doorstep, having kindly shopped for someone in isolation, and then sneak 

in and steal the bags.  If someone is shopping for you pay them in cash – 

don’t give your card to someone you can’t trust or don’t know. If someone 

gives bank, etc., details to a helper, be sure to keep that information safe 

and secure and confidential to yourself. 

 

Some community schemes, trying to help those who are in isolation, ask 

them to put a red card, or similar, in a window to show they need help. 

This is not a good idea as it shows who is vulnerable to anyone passing by. 

Also, these people who need help are likely to leave a door unlocked which 

makes them even more vulnerable.   

 

If anyone online, on the phone or otherwise getting in touch doesn’t seem 

quite right switch them off and ask someone you can trust to help or 

advise you.  There are several useful contacts if the worst has happened 

and you realise you have been scammed: Age UK, Action Fraud and Victim 

Support  (08 08 16 89 111) and others – but please – if you have been 

scammed don’t be ashamed to tell a trusted contact as soon as possible 

and contact the police or the bank who may be able to act on your 

information and prevent further victims. 

 

Let me put in a plea for farmers and those living in more remote areas  - 

let’s all keep alert for all our residents, particularly now with so few people 

going out to enjoy our beautiful countryside. Life  can be much more lonely 

for them and it is a busy time of year for farming folk. 

 

Finally – you are probably aware that all churches are closed but we, as 

parishioners, are asked to keep an eye open to check that they come to no 

harm while everyone is so restricted. 

 

Keep well and keep safe. 

      Gail Turner 
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VE DAY RECOLLECTIONS 
As Bolton is a linear village, we have become used to gathering at our 

home perimeters on both sides up and down the road, to clap and wave 

our support for the NHS and other key workers. 

 

So we all knew where to gather for 

observing the 2 minute silence at 

11am on the morning of Friday 8th 

May, and afterwards to exchange 

waves and calls to confirm 

neighbourhood arrangements for 

settling down with cakes and 

scones and charged glasses, 

amongst colourful bunting and the 

sounds of Glenn Miller and Vera Lynn.  

 

We celebrated a sense of community and national consciousness whilst 

confined to our own home turfs and exercising social distancing in keeping 

with the lockdown conditions in our virus age. It was all such a contrast to 

the open street party in the middle of the road to celebrate the lack of 

traffic arising from the collapse of Spittal Bridge 12 years ago. The issues 

today are so much greater, and our village spirit turns out to be stronger 

than ever. 

 

However, I digress. It just so 

happens that I clearly remember 

the first VE Day in 1945. It is deeply 

etched in my mind partly because I 

wrote a poem about the historic 

experience. As a performance poet, 

I have presented it on various 

occasions and in various locations – 

but none more significant than 

Selby Abbey in 2015. 
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These days aged 82, it is sometimes difficult to grasp that I have seen Hull 

burn during the war and that on VE Day in 1945, I was a choir boy aged 7 

in Selby Abbey choir. For weeks we had been practising Handel’s Messiah 

to be ready to celebrate Victory when it came.  The sense of exultation at 

being a triumphant voice among voices, singing together in those 

magnificent Norman surroundings, has stayed with me for a lifetime. The 

poem I wrote reflected the occasion in a title that echoes Handel’s rousing 

chorus ... “Hallelujah”. My story doesn’t end there. 

 

Five years ago, I was 

invited to Selby to perform 

a series of poems about 

my wartime memories and 

about the devastating 

floods of 1947 that I had 

experienced as a boy 

growing up in the town.  

Our road, Green Lane, had 

been shot up by a lone 

German fighter and this 

features in my poem ‘Fire’. In ‘Hull, Hell and Halifax’ I describe a bus 

journey with my parents to bomb-damaged Hull, then crossing the Humber 

by ferry to visit my grandma in war-torn Grimsby. The poems had been 

published in the first part of my book ‘Late Flowering’ that I illustrated 

myself. 

  

But in glorious Selby Abbey in 

2015, the emotional climax came 

when I performed ‘Hallelujah’, 

the poem that describes my 

choir-boy experience of singing 

to celebrate the end of the war in 

Europe, VE Day – finding myself 

once more in those treasured 

surroundings from so long ago. 

 

                     Michael Hildred 
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PANDEMIC REFLECTIONS 
March 14th 2020 in Allerthorpe Village Hall - A 

drizzly Saturday morning finds me sitting 

drinking tea and eating homemade cake at 

the “Daffy Cafe” fundraising for Marie Curie. 

Eventually the talk comes around to the 

enforced lockdown in Europe. It all seems 

very distant, never imagining that in 11 days’ 

time the whole world would lockdown! 

 

Six weeks later and what has changed?  Lockdown was announced for the 

whole country on March 23rd.  We can go out for exercise once a day, go 

shopping for essentials and medical reasons but otherwise “Stay home”. 

Events are cancelled everywhere. 

 

With lockdown announced Allerthorpe Help Scheme was set up with Jane 

Smith organising support for those who 

need it. Reverend Jan makes weekly phone 

calls to villagers. One day we will look back 

on this and remember how it was - hopefully 

things will have improved. Some things like 

less traffic through the village means it’s 

calmer - you can actually hear the birdsong 

most of the day. So many dandelions on 

grass verges - did you know you can make 

vegan honey from these yellow flowers?  

 

Luckily, we have the warmest spring weather following the driest April. 

Everyone in the village and Waplington 

seems to have embraced gardening. 

Overheard so many times, “The garden 

is looking perfect!” 

 

Of course, this is not a good time for 

everyone, those who live alone or are 

carers in their own home, have so 
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much more to deal with in terms of isolation. We need to keep in touch 

and support them as much as we can. 

 

Social distancing is becoming more accepted into 

our behaviour.  When out walking we give the 

space to let other walkers pass. Often, we meet 

the same people and it’s always nice to have a 

socially distanced chat over the garden fence 

hearing how they miss seeing people socially on a 

Friday night, although now we can get takeout 

meals from the pub menu courtesy of Dan and 

Harriet - if you want to have a break from 

cooking dinner! 

 

Many of us miss seeing our children and 

grandchildren. Others are worried about their 

elderly relatives. Most of us say how lucky we 

are to live with access to open green spaces. 

Many younger villagers with children are 

managing to work from home and also trying 

to homeschool as well! Young people who 

naturally miss their friends can stay in touch 

digitally - a help but 

no substitute for the 

real thing! Then there are Zoom calls where you 

see everyone on screen at once - be warned the 

children get very excited seeing so many of their 

friends and family!  One event that hasn’t been 

cancelled is our Annual Village Plant Fair and cake 

sale, now online. 

 

Watching old footage of the Blitz this week reminded me how hard life was 

in this country during WW2 and how people came through all that 

devastation. We are going through our own crisis but hopefully we can 

come through it too. So, as they say right now “See you on the other side.” 

 

Margaret Murray 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
This month I am suggesting a couple of novels set in Yorkshire: even if we 

can’t travel round this lovely county at present, we can see it through 

authors’ eyes. Also, a longer novel, a classic,  and a collection of poems. 

I’ve checked their availability on Amazon (paperback – pb, hardback – hb 

and Kindle), as at the time of writing we have no indication of when 

libraries will reopen 

 

Big Sky, by Kate Atkinson  

Private investigator Jackson Brodie has relocated to a 

quiet seaside village in North Yorkshire, in the 

occasional company of his recalcitrant teenage son 

Nathan and ageing Labrador Dido. It’s a picturesque 

setting, but there’s something darker lurking behind 

the scenes. Old secrets and new lies intersect in this 

new novel by one of the most accomplished writers at 

work today: by turns sharply funny and achingly sad. 

(pb & Kindle) 

 

Dying in the Wool, by Frances Brody  

This is the first in a series of detective novels set in the 

immediate post World War One period, again  in 

Yorkshire.  Bridgestead is a quiet village, set in rolling 

hills, with a babbling brook and a working mill. Nothing 

much ever happens there, until one day the mill owner 

goes missing from a quiet village, never to be heard of 

again.  Now his daughter is getting married, and wants 

one last attempt to find out what happened.  Kate 

Shackleton has always loved solving mysteries. So, who 

better to investigate the case? But as she digs, she 

finds the village conceals more than one secret. (pb & Kindle) 

 

This Thing of Darkness, by Harry Thompson  

Brilliant young naval officer Robert Fitzroy is given the captaincy of HMS 

Beagle, surveying the wilds of Tierra del Fuego, aged just 23. He takes a 

passenger: a young trainee cleric and amateur geologist named Charles 
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Darwin. This is the story of a deep friendship 

between two men and their twin obsessions that tore 

it apart. This brilliant re-creation of the journey is in 

turns terrifying, hilarious and uplifting. This was a 

fundamentally important episode in our history, told  

as a novel. It’s lengthy, but with more time on our 

hands perhaps than we want at present, this is the 

time to embark on a long book.  It was long listed  

for the Booker prize: the author was a radio and TV 

producer, and biographer. This  was his first and only 

novel, he died in 2005 at the age of 45. (Kindle only) 

 

Lark Rise to Candleford, by Flora Thompson  

You may remember the excellent TV dramatisation 

of this novel: a precise and endearing portrait of 

country life at the end of the nineteenth century. 

Based on the author’s experiences during childhood 

and youth, it’s the story of three closely related 

Oxfordshire communities, chronicling May Day 

celebrations, the daily lives of farmworkers and 

craftsmen, forgotten children’s games.  (pb, hb, 

Kindle)  

 

 

Dancing by the light of the moon, by Giles 

Brandreth  

A selection of 250 poems to enjoy, from 

Shakespeare to Simon Armitage, and which the 

author encourages us to memorise: the pleasure of 

being able to recall poems at will, as well as acting to 

strengthen our memory.   (Kindle, hb) 

 

 

Felicity Beaumont 
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COLLECTIONS FOR HULL FOODBANK 
 

It is good to write that collections 

for Hull Food Bank can now be 

resumed thanks to Tim O’Gram 

who is going to manage a 

collection point from his farmyard 

at The Gables, Allerthorpe. This 

temporary arrangement will stop 

when open church is resumed.  

 

Ken Cutsforth who regularly collects food and toiletry donations from 

Allerthorpe Church has sent an update on the current situation at the Food 

Bank which is linked to the Trussell Trust. 

 

‘The statistics show that the demand has grown by at least 25% from the 

same time last year. Because of social distancing brought about by Covid-

19 the distribution has changed to protect volunteers. Many of our helpers 

are of a certain age and can no longer sit down with recipients to share a 

cup of tea and give pastoral support, financial or medical advice. A new 

bunch of volunteers have been recruited to deliver 3-day packages direct 

to the people who require them.  Tesco has made a generous contribution 

to the foodbank across the country and British Gas vans have been 

distributing nationwide, so there are good things happening.  

Hull is not the most affluent of cities and your contributions will help 

immensely to sustain families 

through these trying times.’ 

 

Please leave your contributions 

in the plastic boxes in the 

farmyard. The boxes will be 

emptied daily, and the contents 

taken to Hull regularly. The 

next collection will be on 

Tuesday 2nd June. 
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Most needed items at the moment include: 

Food 

Tinned meat 

Tinned fish 

Tinned fruit 

Tinned vegetables 

Tinned tomatoes 

Baked beans 

Fruit juice cartons 

Breakfast cereal 

Jam 

Dried pasta 500g 

Sugar 500g 

Dried rice 500g 

Soup 

Biscuits 

Pasta Sauce 

Rice pudding 

Custard 

UHT milk

Toiletries  

Deodorant 

Toilet paper 

Shower gel 

 

Shaving gel  

Shampoo  

Soap  

 

Toothbrushes  

Toothpaste  

Hand wipes 

Household items   

Laundry liquid 

Detergent  

Laundry powder  

Washing up liquid 

 

Feminine products   Baby supplies 

Sanitary towels and tampons  Nappies, baby wipes and baby food 
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‘ONE IS NEARER GOD’S HEART IN A GARDEN’  
This line is from the poem ‘The Lord God Planted a Garden’ by Dorothy 

Frances Gurney (1858-1932), and comes from the last verse of the poem 

which reads: 

The kiss of the sun for pardon, 

the song of the birds for mirth, 

one is nearer God’s heart in a garden  

than anywhere else on earth 

 

This poem has been one that I have recounted many times during the 

coronavirus pandemic.  I’m not a gardener. However, even I have been out 

in my garden much more than usual and I am thankful for the blessing it 

has been.   

 

Nature is something that has inspired me during 

these challenging and difficult times.  I’m used 

to pheasants walking across my lawn, however, 

to see them ‘strutting their stuff’ as they walk 

down the middle of the road on St. Helen’s 

Square has been a statement, something 

like ’We’re in charge here.’ The flora and fauna, 

the birds and the wildlife have flourished with 

the decreased use of the motor car.  

 

Not only have our gardens seen a resurgence in wildlife, but so have our 

churchyards too.  Many people have found it difficult to accept that our 

churches have been closed.  We have followed the advice and instructions 

from the Church of England and specifically from the Diocese of York to 

ensure that they did not become a place where infection could be 

transmitted.  Our churchyards have been a place of peace and sanctuary, 

and for many one of the few places where people have been able to sit 

outside during the period of ‘lockdown’ and look at the church building, 

thereby finding peace, comfort, strength, and inspiration.  

 

Uncertainty over the nature of the virus and ill health, uncertainty over jobs 

and employment, has proved extremely challenging for many people. The 
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one overarching and wonderful thing that has made a difference has been 

the kindness we have all experienced from friends and neighbours.  Added 

to this are the volunteers in our community, who led by one or two people, 

have organized a wonderful community support system enabling people to 

have their shopping and medication brought to them without having to go 

out at all. This continues to be particularly important to those who are in 

the vulnerable group and self-shielding.   

 

Some experiences have been extremely difficult to bear.  Those of you like 

me with family members in care homes have had, and continue to 

experience, a high level of anxiety as we worry about their safety and are 

unable to see them.  There are others too who have experienced the death 

of a loved one during this time, made all the more distressing by being 

unable to see loved ones in hospital in their last moments and then having 

to cope with the difficulty of restrictions around funerals.  To say that my 

heart goes out to you is an understatement; I have seen your pain and I 

share your pain. There will be an opportunity for memorial services, when 

it is safe to hold them, and larger numbers of people can be present.   

 

We are all thankful to those who have done so much more than their job 

could ever have asked of them.  I remember at the end of each day in my 

prayers of thankfulness those who have brightened my day and made life 

easier for us all.  These include NHS staff, social care staff, our GP’s, our 

community health care workers, fire fighters, farmers, shop assistants, 

teachers, postal workers, council employees, ‘the volunteer army’, 

registrars and funeral directors and those who have continued to provide 

transport and deliveries. 

 

Whenever the time is right and safe, we will return to our churches and 

hold services again.  I cannot say when this will be, as it depends on how 

the virus spreads as we move from the ‘Staying at Home’ to the ‘Staying 

Alert’. Meanwhile I will be spending more time in my garden and look 

forward to seeing some of the loveliness that you have achieved in your 

garden. As the poem concludes, ‘One is nearer God’s heart in a garden, 

than anywhere else on earth’.                    

Revd. Jan                        
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CHURCH SERVICES in the BENEFICE SUSPENDED 
Whilst church services remain suspended there are many other ways still to 

participate in prayers and services, including the following: 

 

Online: www.churchofengland.org    

• Weekly Sunday service  

• Daily services  
• Daily prayers and reflections  

 

Online: www.dioceseofyork.org.uk  

• Details of live streamed services  
• Once a month on the first Sunday of the month 5pm we are 

live streaming Evensong from Allerthorpe Church at:  

tinyurl.com/allerthorpechurch  

 

Television:  

• Sunday morning worship on the BBC usually at 10.30am  

• Songs of Praise at 1.15pm BBC   

 

Radio: 

• Radio Four: Thought for the day  
• Sunday Worship 

• Daily Evensong  

 

Telephone:  

• Daily Hope Line tel: 0800 804 8044. A free phone line, where 

you can access hymns, prayers, and a reflective message. 

 
Prayer for all those affected by Coronavirus  

 

Keep us good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.  

Sustain and support the anxious,  

be with all those who care for the sick, and  

uplift all those who are brought low;  

that they may find comfort knowing  

that nothing can separate us from your love  

in Christ Jesu our Lord. Amen. 
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PARISH REGISTERS 
There were no baptisms or weddings in April or May. 

 

We say a sad farewell and offer condolences to the families of: 

Dorothy Vint, funeral on 26th March at Barmby Moor 

Doreen Rawlings, funeral on 30th April at Thornton  

Anne Gourd, funeral on 5th May at Barmby Moor 

Robert Triffitt, funeral on 5th May at Thornton  

Mary Sleight, funeral on 11th May at Barmby Moor   
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NEWS FROM ALLERTHORPE 

Allerthorpe Plant and Cake Sale 

The annual plant and cake sale has 

been brought forward this year. 

With the prospect of our scheduled 

and increasingly popular event on 

6th June looking very unlikely to 

take place the decision was taken in 

April to offer plants and cakes for 

sale online.  

 

As ever the event has been extremely well-supported – lots of sales 

have been made. Orders for plants are no longer being taken but plants 

are on sale outside the church and the Burnets (next to the Plough). 

Please put the correct amount for your purchases in the honesty box as 

change cannot be given this year.  

 

Orders for cakes have been 

keeping Wendy Seaborn very busy, 

and she is happy to continue to 

take orders. Why not try one of the 

following: date and walnut; fruit 

loaf; lemon drizzle or chocolate 

cake. All at £3.50 each – just 

phone or email Wendy 302393 or 

wendyseaborn@hotmail.com  

 

Many thanks to all who have helped this year and to all those who have 

bought our goods. Special thanks to the Parish Council for helping to 

publicise the ongoing event on the parish website and on Facebook. 

 

Allerthorpe VE 75 Village Street party  

Thanks to the hard work of two young village lads a ‘socially distanced’ 

party took place on Friday May 8th in the Village. 

 

mailto:wendyseaborn@hotmail.com
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George 9 and Thomas 12 had been 

learning about WW2 through the 

children’s novel “Friend or Foe“ by 

Michael Morpurgo.  They learnt about 

evacuation of children from cities to 

the countryside and how everyone 

pulled together as communities, and 

finally, how the end of the war was 

celebrated with street parties all over the country. Then during the past 

weeks, they talked about how impressive Captain Tom’s fundraising was 

and his war effort. 

 

Unfortunately, because of Covid-19 many celebrations 

were cancelled.  However, undeterred the boys decided 

to make invitations to all the village and invite them to a 

“Stay at Home” party! 

 

Not only did they 

make and design 

the leaflets, they 

also delivered them around the 

village.  Tom is a boy scout, George 

a cub scout and Mum Wendy is a 

scout leader and they all came out 

in uniform for the 2-minute silence. 

 

The photos show what a great time 

was had by all. 

 

Many thanks to George and Thomas 

Gledall. 

 

 

100 Club Winners 

This has been temporarily suspended during lockdown but will be drawn 

once circumstances allow. 
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NEWS FROM BARMBY MOOR 
Open Garden at Willow Cottage  

Due to Covid-19 we will not be opening our garden on Beck Side this year. 

Lockdown is however an opportunity to give the garden some attention, be 

it working on spring jobs, or taking time and sitting to enjoy the garden in 

the sunshine.  It is with much gratitude that we have our own outdoor 

space, and the beck at the front of the house to enjoy. This has been a 

time to adapt to garden centres being closed, pulling out "old" seeds and 

giving them a go. To our surprise there have been some successes. We did 

have to mail order a few vegetables though. 

 

If you are able to get out to garden centres now that they are re-opening, 

here are a few of our favourites you may want to consider for inspiration in 

your garden.  Our garden would not be complete without a bowl of 

Nemesia on the patio table. We choose white perfume, but a more readily 

available variety is Wisley Vanilla. Nicotianas are an annual which have a 

nice perfume. Alyssum, when planted en masse have a lovely fragrance. 

Phlox is a scented perennial so is very good value as it should come back 

every year. 

 

You can still plant up sweet peas or you may still get them from a garden 

centre. An old-fashioned favourite of ours is Dianthus. We have Mrs Sinkins 

in our garden but for a more upright variety you could get Dianthus 

Memories.   All the above will give you impact this summer with wonderful 

fragrances to sooth the mind and heart. 

 

Mothers’ Union 

Yes! There is still a Mothers’ Union group just waiting to start meeting 

again once we can gather.  The bonds and enthusiasm that formed during 

our initial meeting have remained strong, and we are all looking forward to 

our return to action. Fiona has been able to circulate the monthly Midday 

Prayers and Wave of Prayer notes, and if there are others who feel they 

would like to be included in the distribution list for these, please do get in 

touch, her number is 01759 303253.   

 

Coincidentally, the topic of our prayers for 2020 is ‘Building Hope and 
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Confidence’, which seems very apt for us all. All have the ability to pray, 

regardless of how current restrictions affect them. 

 

Stay safe, all of you, and start planning what we can do when our group 

meets again.  With love and prayers. 

Fiona Anderson 

Boot and Slipper 

It was a sad day when the Boot and Slipper had to close its doors due 

to  Covid-19.  The Boot and Slipper aims to be the hub of Barmby Moor 

and we will do all that we can to help support you all through these hard 

times by working with the Barmby Moor Covid-19 Community Group. The 

Boot and Slipper is nothing without all our great customers who support 

us, and we look forward to seeing you all again in the future, however far 

away that may be.  For now, we all need to stay safe and follow the 

government guidelines.  

From all at the Boot and Slipper  

Church Coffee Mornings 

We are as yet unable to meet for our 

monthly coffee mornings in the church. 

We look forward to meeting once we can 

do so.  I have been able to keep in touch 

with some of our friends but do get in 

touch if you would like a chat.  The Church 

itself seems very forlorn without having 

visitors popping in and out. However, the 

church yard has put on an amazing show of 

blossom and flowers, thank you to Jackie for 

keeping the wildlife pathways cut and to Will 

for putting up the flower information. If you 

would like to receive the weekly pew leaflet via 

email do get in touch with Gordon Fallowfield 

at muddypastures@btinternet.com 

 

 St. Catherine’s 100 club  

We have now completed all the 100 Club draws, up to and including June, 

in celebration of the 75th Anniversary of VE Day.   
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We hope and pray that we will be able to draw 

the following six months in more sociable 

conditions. As soon as we are able, we will 

draw up cheques, have them counter signed 

and distribute them to the winners.  To confirm 

the draw was undertaken correctly, and in a 

public place, please see the photographs. Many 

thanks again to all for supporting St Catherine's 

Church 100 Club and may we take this 

opportunity to wish you all the very best in the 

coming months.                                               

                                       The Shephards 

 

Jan 2020 £20 - Nick Spencer (78), £15 - David Williams (12), £10 -  Tim 

Hughes (164). 

Feb 2020 £20 - Catherine Pomfrett (64), £15 - Nick Spencer (78), £10 - 

Sheila Anderson (53). 

March 2020 - £20 - Tina Morley (70). £15 - Jenny Webb (192), £10 -  Lucy 

Stubley (124). 

April 2020 - £20 - Oscar Goodwin (115), £15 - Tony Culyer (123), £10 - 

Margaret Abel (190). 

May 2020 - £20 - Joseph Benson (101), £15 -  Ron Lund (47), £10 - Tony 

Culyer (56). 

June 2020, £20 - Tony Williams (166), £15 - Margaret Eastwood (8), £10 -  

Rosemary Perry (46). 

 

Lockdown in Barmby Moor 

Here are a few of the things that have been happening in Barmby Moor. 

 

The Barmby Moor Covid-19 

community support was set 

up to help anyone suffering 

from or at high risk of 

catching the virus.  

 

The project was well publicised from the outset by a leaflet drop and by 

putting posters around the village.  An emergency supply of items was also 
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stored at the Boot & Slipper.   All items were donated by the kind people 

within Barmby Moor and have been used when goods were out of stock at 

the supermarkets.  Alongside this, we have collaborated with the 

Pocklington doctors’ surgery to create a secure way to drop off and pick up 

prescriptions. All the above was done by the 14th of March.  
 

A list of volunteers was made, who keep in touch by secure WhatsApp 

messaging.  All volunteers have a lanyard to wear when they are doing 

work for the Community Support Group and have access to high-visibility 

jackets from the Pocklington hub. We are in direct contact with the other 

community support groups in case we need extra help or support. We also 

have on hand people willing to do friendly calls to anyone wanting a chat 

during these hard times. The Community Support Group had been running 

for several weeks when it came to our attention that a lot more people 

were using the village benches, thereby increasing the risk of passing on 

Covid-19.  Disinfectant, in a spray bottle, and a cloth were placed on each 

bench for people to use if they wish. These are regularly checked and 

topped up as required. 

 

The Community Support Group is overseen by Lauren Gibson but couldn’t 

be done without the help and support of all the volunteers and offers of 

help. The help available includes pet care, mailing letters, shopping, 

prescription pickup and delivery, friendly calls, access to emergency 

supplies and more. Should anyone want any help or have any questions 

please call Lauren on 07860 584 862.  

We would like to thank everyone in Barmby Moor for their donations to the 

emergency supplies and for following the government guidelines and 

staying safe. 

 

Covid-19 in Barmby Moor ‘Lockdown’  

All the over 70s and the elderly (we are not old, it’s just our age) have to 

stay at home.  Groups, clubs, community halls, pub, post office, places of 

worship - all shut.  Barmby is closed. Can I go for a walk, stop to talk to 

friends even with the distancing rules in place? Who can we turn to for 

help, who can we ask?  
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Within days the village is full of posters, a leaflet has dropped through our 

letterboxes as if by magic. The ‘magician’ is asking do you want shopping, 

your prescription, the pet walking, or anything else? The leaflet is asking 

you to phone ‘Lauren’! Like any good trick it makes us go WOW! and now 

we know who waves the magic wand.  Throughout the following days, she 

was quickly joined by the youthful councillors of the Parish Council and 

other wonderful people offering their help.   

 

Lauren continues to be seen around the village, on her own, with other 

helpers, even by torchlight. For texts, homemade buns, emails to the 

vulnerable, everyone knows who to ask.  A tree fell in the village and cut 

communications. The 

technician arrives to make and 

mend, “What a lovely, kind 

village this is” he remarked. 

He was right. 

Thank you 

 

VE Day Celebrations 

From afternoon teas to bingo 

and barbeque, Barmby Moor 

marked VE Day 2020 in all 

sorts of different ways, as can 

be seen from the photographs 

of the wonderful decorations 

and celebrations.  

 

Barmby Moor Community Support Group - Ladybird Trail 

Jo Dyer has created a ladybird trail to seek 

out around Barmby Moor.  Logs have been 

placed around the village, each painted with 

a ladybird and a letter.   There are eight to 

find and they spell out the word ladybird.  

The logs are all in public places – some you 

may need to take a rest to see, another may 

be seen if you catch a bus! 
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Art Classes 
Hannah Ostapjuk is a local artist in Barmby Moor who has decided to run 

free online art classes, drawing lessons every Tuesday and ‘Fun 

Wednesdays’ (the latter co-presented with her 7 year old daughter), to 

support home education, provide entertainment for those staying at home 

and a therapeutic outlet for all.  It is all about coming together to learn and 

have fun, spreading a positive community spirit and really feeling part of 

something.  To join in the Drawing Lessons simply go 

to www.hannahostapjuk.org/online-art-classes/ every Tuesday in time for 

an 11:00am start and view ‘Today’s Lesson’.  If you are just joining in, all 

previous classes can be found on that same page. 

 

For regular updates follow www.facebook.com/HannahOstapjukArtist/  

or sign up to my Artist E-Newsletter via Hannah’s website. 

 

Music  

Roger Pattison has been busy producing some items for YouTube.  

Search for Uploads from Roger Pattison -  

A 60s music quiz https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BguQ9uYyPdA 

 

Julia and Roger singing the White Cliffs of Dover 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yivq3RhLHd0 

 

A walk around Barmby Moor 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXchJ_3zIzU 

 

Barmby Moor Playing Field 100 Club 

March Draw: First prize (102) Helen Smith £71.25 Second prize (31) Neil 

Brown £47.50, Third prize (43) Sam Appleton £23.75  

April Draw: First prize (26) Pauline Brown £71.25 Second prize (79) Amy 

Walker £47.50, Third prize (12) Ewan Bimpson £23.75 

 

The draws were conducted and videoed by Sally and Sam Appleton and 

shown on Facebook.  

 

http://www.hannahostapjuk.org/online-art-classes/
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Breakfast at Tiffany’s (Moorland Rise 

Sutton Lane)    

Following a blood curdling scream from 

above our bedroom window, a sparrow 

hawk flew down with a starling in its talons.  

After taking some eight minutes to subdue 

its prey, "breakfast" was commenced.  The 

sparrow hawk was there for over an hour before finally flying off with the 

starling.  

 

Above our kitchen window a pair of 

starlings had created a nest under the tiles, 

and they had just started to feed their 

young the day before.  Sadly, the sparrow 

hawk has now created a one parent family. 

However, this parent remains unstinting in 

its labours! 

 

Village Craft Project 

Boredom is setting in! Does anybody feel the 

same?  One idea I saw on the internet was to 

get as many people (children and adults) to 

create a representation of their own home 

using fabric. These would be put together to 

make a village scene  at a later date.  

.  

Each house needs to be approximately 4-5 

inches tall and 3 inches wide.  It would be 

great if someone could make the public buildings!   If you are interested in 

taking part with the project please contact Chris Gardham 302927 or 

playparkview@gmail.com 

 

Clapping for our carers 

Every Thursday evening people all around 

the village come and show their support for 

doctors, nurses, healthcare workers, 

emergency services, armed services, public 

mailto:playparkview@gmail.com
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/780600547902016161/
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transport staff, delivery drivers, porters, 

shop workers, teachers, waste 

collectors, manufacturers, postal 

workers, cleaners, vets, engineers and 

all those who are out there making an 

unbelievable difference to our lives in 

these challenging times.  

 

Barmby Moor War Dead Project 

Clare Wilson, 102 Squadron Association Archivist, is working on this 

project, in her own time, to honour those buried in the Commonwealth War 

Grave Commission cemetery at St Catherine's, Barmby Moor.  Details can 

be found at https://www.treehousegenealogy.co.uk/post/75th-veday-

barmby-moor 

 

Please take some time to look at it. Not all of those who lie there are from 

the 102, but they all gave their lives to achieve the victory commemorated 

today.   

Harry Bartlett 

Mary Sleight 

Mary Sleight died on 22nd April 2020.  Mary and John moved around with 

the RAF in the early years.  Eventually in 1978 they fetched up in a cul-de-

sac in Barmby Moor, even though Mary had said she didn’t want to live in a 

cul-de-sac, nor in a village! The family lived there for 42 years! 

 

Both Mary and John led varied, busy lives.  

Mary was a telephonist, worked for the NHS 

and on the Census, the polling station in 

Barmby Moor, and ended up as Deputy 

Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths  in 

Pocklington.  Mary was a familiar sight in 

Barmby Moor as she walked her Irish Terriers.  She was involved in U3A, 

Jigsaw library, current affairs club, and especially whist drives. She loved 

meeting friends for a coffee in Langlands or at the Buddhist centre. 

 

John and Mary had 4 children – Malcolm, Ruth, David and Lisa, and were 

married for 58 years.  Sadly, John died in December 2016. Then a few 



 
34 

 

months later Mary suffered a further blow when she was diagnosed with 

cancer. Her strength of character helped her face the illness with bravery, 

dignity and humour. She received wonderful care and spent her final weeks 

at the house of her youngest daughter Lisa in Newton-on-Derwent. 

 

Mary’s family want to say a special ‘thank you’ to all neighbours and friends 

who stood outside on a very cold day as she left home for the final time. A 

memorial service will be held next year for all who knew Mary and John to 

celebrate their lives.   

Lisa Leach 

 

Anne Valerie Gourd 

Anne Gourd came home to rest in Barmby Moor on Tuesday 5 May.  She 

was born at Bramdene, Barmby Moor in December 1948, the elder 

daughter of Harold and Ruby Gourd and spent most of her life in the 

village.  After the death of Harold, Ruby and Anne lived for a few years at 

Brookside Close, before moving to sheltered housing in Pocklington.   

 

Anne worked at East Riding Sacks, Full Sutton for nearly 30 years and was 

proud of the fact that she had an occupation.  As Anne was approaching 

her sixtieth birthday, she was tired and ready for retirement.  She enjoyed 

wandering around Pocklington and said “I can get up when I want, I can 

go to bed when I want and I can do what I want”.  

 

Ruby went into care in 2010 and Anne continued to live in sheltered 

housing, with support, for a few years, until she went to live at Sherbutt 

House, Pocklington in June 2016.   

 

Sadly, Anne died on 27 April and due to the current situation, we were not 

able to have a traditional funeral.   However, I think that Anne would have 

approved of the singing, readings, prayers and eulogy, conducted by 

Reverend Nigel Simpson, at her graveside in Barmby Moor.  She leaves 

behind a sister, Linda, brother in law David, nephew Martin, his wife 

Lynette and their daughters, Stephanie and Charlotte, who she loved and 

took an interest in.  Rest in Peace Anne.  You will be very much missed. 
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NEWS FROM FANGFOSS, BOLTON AND SPITTAL 
Fangfoss with Bolton Parish Response to Coronavirus 

Back in March when coronavirus measures were first announced by the 

government I was approached by three or four people who wanted the 

Parish Council to organise a coordinated response to help anyone in the 

village who would be self-isolating.  After consulting with some key people 

and with the backing of the Parish Council and St Martin’s Church we 

launched our coronavirus support group. 

 

We delivered a leaflet to all the houses in Fangfoss, Spittal and Bolton both 

offering help and seeking volunteers.  The response of volunteers was 

outstanding, and we soon had over 20% of households offering to help – 

and many of those had 2, 3 or more people able to help.  The most 

frequent request from those locked down at home, has been to take 

prescriptions and collect medication from the doctor’s surgery in 

Pocklington.  To match needs with helpers we have used a telephone app – 

new to me, but I am a convert as it has proved invaluable!  When a 

request is received, I can instantly message all the volunteers at the same 

time to find out who is available.  Once someone responds the details of 

the “job” are then given by text to protect people’s privacy.  The app has 

also enabled a regular music quiz which help entertainment. 

 

This support group idea soon blossomed into other community activities 

suggested by villagers.  We have kept in touch with everyone through 

regular newsletters delivered by volunteers and this enabled us to launch 

these activities.  We have a plant exchange in the pub garden.  With so 

many people spending extra time gardening there were lots of surplus 

plants and seeds which were taken to the swop for those unable to get 

garden centre supplies.  We have also had a book swop and jigsaw swop. 

 

Early on (when the nights were still darker) we launched “light up the 

village” with people putting out their Christmas lights as a show of being in 

this together and supporting each other even though apart. These lights 

are still shining despite the lighter nights and provide a friendly reminder 

that neighbours care even if they can’t be physically close.  Looking to the 

future every house has been given two sunflower seeds to grow donated 
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by a villager.  We hope that when the flowers bloom, we will be returning 

to “normal” and they will be a symbol of better times to come – watch out 

for them as you come through the villages in August/September! 

One of our volunteers offered to service bicycles as so many people were 

getting their bikes out of the back of sheds and finding them in need of 

attention.  This has resulted in not just roadworthy bikes but also people 

donating unwanted bikes free of charge to those who would like to take up 

cycling.  I am not sure our volunteer realised how much work he would get 

from this! 

 

We have been able to highlight village businesses that can provide goods 

and services thus cutting out some journeys further afield.  Most recently 

we were able to prompt celebration of VE Day. On the Friday morning, the 

2 minutes silence on the doorstep was in stark contrast to the noisy 

clapping on Thursday evenings, but nevertheless provided an opportunity 

for community togetherness.  Many villagers had afternoon tea in their 

gardens with neighbours close by – and even more came out for drinks at 

6!  At 9.15pm many of those who were not self-isolating met on the village 

green to sing “We’ll meet again” after the Queen’s speech (keeping socially 

distanced of course!). 

 

Despite the difficult circumstances I feel that the village has risen to the 

challenge and created an amazing atmosphere of togetherness and 

support. 

Pamela Broughton 

 

To the rescue 

Under normal circumstances, copies of Parish News are delivered to homes 

in Fangfoss, Bolton and Spittal by a team of eleven fantastic volunteers, 

most of whom are retired.  The April/May edition had already been printed 

and was ready for distribution when the government’s advice on social 

distancing was strengthened.  The team at Parish News would therefore 

like to say a very big thank you to the support group who have been 

delivering copies of our magazine to Fangfoss, Bolton and Spittal in tandem 

with the delivery of their newsletter, thus eliminating the need for 

additional visits to people’s homes. 
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Fangfoss Shop 

They say every cloud has 

a silver lining, and despite 

the ‘cloud’ of the 

coronavirus restrictions 

the residents of Fangfoss, 

Spittal and Bolton have 

enjoyed an unexpected 

silver lining in the form of 

a pop-up Costcutter shop. 

Through strong local contacts Costcutter were persuaded to bring one of 

these shops to Fangfoss, and thanks to the generosity of Sally and John at 

the Carpenter’s Arms it has been sited on the pub car park. 

 

Costcutter use the shops, which are about the size of a shipping container, 

to provide temporary facilities when one of their permanent shops is being 

re-fitted or altered in some way. This particular pop-up shop had been in 

use very recently at Dunnington so it was quite an 

easy task to relocate it to Fangfoss. 

 

It stocks a good range of everyday ‘basics’, plus 

newspapers, drinks and several other occasional or 

nice-to-have lines. Fresh fruit, vegetables, milk, 

bread and eggs are the most popular items, 

although there was quite a run on drinks, snacks 

and other refreshments on the day of the VE Day 

celebrations.  

 

The shop is open every day between 10am and 5pm (10am and 2pm on 

Sundays), and is limited to one customer inside at a time. Ellie, Danny and 

Tash are the regular staff, with Chris helping out on occasion.  Sales are 

holding up quite well, albeit best on the days when it’s sunny.  Costcutter 

Group are operating the shop on a not-for-profit basis as a contribution to 

the unusual circumstances the virus has brought about, so it’s not clear yet 

whether it will be viable after the lockdown eases. But let’s hope there is a 

way of keeping it going in some form in the longer term because it has 
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been very much welcomed by residents and other customers from further 

afield.     

 Ian Hutchinson  

Pentecost 

On the 31st of May, Christians and Jews celebrate Pentecost which unlike 

Christmas and Easter always falls on a Sunday, and unless you are aware 

of this, the day may pass you by.  

 

For Christians it is an important milestone in the calendar following the 

Easter period when we celebrated Christ’s resurrection, and his ascension 

on the 21st May. 

 

Pentecost is the day when the Holy Spirit of God came down to `dwell in’ 

the followers of Jesus. ‘The Spirit of God descended on the 120 followers of 

Jesus and they started speaking out loud in languages from around the 

world’ (Speaking in Tongues). This created such a commotion that 

thousands who were in Jerusalem at the time came out to see what was 

happening, and in front of the gathering crowd, Peter spoke the first 

gospel message and ‘Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 

about three thousand were added to their number that day.’ (Acts 2:41). 

This occurred 50 days after Jesus’s resurrection. The number of gospel 

followers has grown ever since that first Pentecost Sunday.  

   

For the Jewish society ‘Pentecost’ was a regular Old Testament festival. In 

the time of Moses, several annual festivals were prescribed and celebrated 

throughout the year. The festival of Passover was the first to be 

celebrated. The connection between the religions is quite striking as Jesus 

was crucified on that very Jewish festival and as we know had just 

celebrated the feast. And so, Jesus, the Lamb of God, was sacrificed on the 

same day that all Jewish people were sacrificing their lambs in memory of 

their first Passover.  Given that there are 365 days in a year it is striking 

that Jesus dies on that very day.  It is as if Moses, 1500 years before the 

event, established the festival of Passover as an allusion to the eventual 

crucifixion of Jesus. But it does not end here. Exactly 50 days after 

Passover Sunday the Jews celebrate the Feast of Pentecost as they had 

been doing over the years until the time when the events of Acts 2 

happened. Therefore, the reason that there were people from all languages 
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in Jerusalem that day to hear Peter’s message, was precisely because they 

were there to celebrate the Old Testament Pentecost. 

 

100 Club Winners 

March Draw  £25 Thomas Calpin (30) and Freda Parkin (88) 

April Draw    £100 Wendy White (68), £60 Kathleen Fawcett (7)     

        £40 Charlotte Corah (19)    

Cheers! 

The Coronavirus ‘lockdown’ meant that pubs such as the Carpenter’s Arms 

at Fangfoss had to close; but that simply created a challenge for landlords 

Sally and John to see if there was a way in which they could still serve their 

customers whilst obeying the social distancing requirements, etc. 

 

After a week checking their licence, measuring up, re-positioning furniture 

and putting up signage they announced they would open over the weekend 

to test out their ideas. Customers would be able to buy drinks to consume 

off the premises by bringing their own containers. The number of people 

allowed in the pub at any time would be strictly controlled, and there was a 

clearly marked queuing area outside so that social distancing was always 

maintained. 
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The uptake was much greater than expected and it gave Sally and John 

the opportunity to ask if people would also be interested in a take-away 

meals service, which they were.  

 

So, a week later a service of pre-booked meals was introduced – which 

quickly sold out.  A month on and the meals service has settled into a 

Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday pattern, with as many as 45 

meals provided on some nights. Full details of the meal arrangements, 

including the current menu choices are on the village website  

www.fangfoss.net  

 

Meanwhile the steady demand for drinks means the pub is now open seven 

times each week. The beer in stock when the pub first opened has long 

gone, and several guest beers have taken their place. Some have been so 

successful that Sally is looking to see if she can continue with them once 

the ‘lockdown’ is over and things return to normal.   

The success of both the drinks and meals services shows how much 

villagers appreciate Sally and John’s efforts. So, cheers! for such a great 

initiative; and cheers! to it not being too long before the Carpenter’s 

reopens fully. 

 

NEWS FROM THORNTON AND MELBOURNE 
Lockdown 

There is now a Village WhatsApp Group which has been very successful in 

bringing the village together to help each other out, whether it be from 

giving a neighbour a bag of flour (social distancing maintained) to 

collecting prescriptions.  

 

The offshoot of the Village WhatsApp has been the Thornton Quiz Night 

each Wednesday evening, this has brought people together and provided 

entertainment to all who have participated. 

 

Another positive was a message asking if anyone had capacity to cut the 

churchyard grass and to feel free to do it, so long as social distancing was 

maintained.  Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to keeping the 

grass mown and the churchyard looking tidy. 
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Robert Triffitt 

Sadly, Bob Triffitt who had lived in the village for 57 years died peacefully 

at home the day after his 84th birthday. 

Bob had retired as a Nurseryman and 

had latterly been the main carer for his 

wife Doris who died last September. It 

has been hard for Peter having both 

parents die within 7 months of each 

other. Peter wanted to do his own tribute 

to his Dad on the funeral day so all the 

tractors were cleaned out, washed and polished and then with the help of 

neighbours Andy Johnson and Dalton were put on the 

grass verge as guard of honour. Jeremy Stubbins kindly 

used his cherry picker to lift the photographer so she 

could get some aerial shots. Peter and Claire are 

grateful to Andy, Dalton and Jeremy for their help on 

this difficult, emotional day, and to Rev Jan for her 

lovely words under difficult circumstances. 

May Bob now Rest in Peace reunited with his beloved 

Doris. 

 

Aveline Dell from Melbourne - her ashes interred which brought comfort 

to her husband Roy, may she also Rest in Peace. 

 

VE Day  

Social distancing was maintained and the Last Post was played beautifully 

by Martin and Chris, a glass of something was raised for the toast and then 

people chatted from a distance to each other, probably not quite what 

people had planned but better than nothing. 

 

100 Club Winners 

Currently suspended, but will be drawn once circumstances allow.  

 

Church Lane  

Church Lane is closed to traffic whilst the repairs are being carried out on 

Hagg Bridge. 
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NEWS FROM YAPHAM-CUM-MELTONBY 
At the moment Yapham is quite quiet during lockdown.  Traffic in the form 

of cars is wonderfully reduced, but speeding cyclists, runners brandishing 

water bottles and walkers at various speeds have taken over the roads.  It 

would help if cyclists used bells to warn other road users. 

 

St Martin’s is closed, as are all our churches, with only the pew leaflet and 

an illustration pinned to the mesh gate of the porch each Sunday to tell 

that another week has passed us by.  This is a poor substitute for our 

regular services.  Hopefully, our churches will open soon for individual 

contemplation and services will follow when we have the green light. 

 

In the meantime, please pray for two of our parishioners, Ken and Carol 

Tinson.  Ken has not been well for some time and, at the time of writing, is 

being looked after in a care home and Carol is in hospital with Covid-19. 

 

100 Club Winners  

These will be announced once lockdown is over. 
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SOME CONTACT NUMBERS . . . . . . . . . .          01759. . . . . . .   
 

Revd Jan Hardy       307490  

 

Allerthorpe, St Botolph’s Church 

Mr Tim O’Gram       303180 
Mr Mark Stageman      303862  
 

Barmby Moor, St Catherine’s Church 

Mr Gordon Fallowfield       380362 
 

Fangfoss, St Martin’s Church 
Mr John Greenwood      369562 
     

Thornton and Melbourne, St Michael’s Church 

Mrs Claire Triffitt      318955 
Mr David Whitwell      318064 
 

Yapham, St Martin’s Church    

Dr Elaine Stubbings      304773 
 

 
Thank you to Mark Stageman for the front cover picture of Pocklington 

canal viewed from under Coates Bridge. 

 

ADVERTISING SPACE - GREAT RATES 
Please contact Mark Stageman 01759 303862 

misitaalgoec@gmail.com  

Please contact us 
now to place your 
advert. Prices per 
year (6 issues). 

⅛ page £70 

¼ page £125 

½ page £225 

full page £405 

Please submit photos, articles, notices, adverts  

for the August – September 2020 issue to 

Mark Stageman, email misitaalgoec@gmail.com 

by Friday 10th July 2020 latest.  

All enquiries to any member of the Editorial Team  

as listed on page 3.  Thank you. 

 

mailto:ianaitchison155@gmail.com
mailto:misitaalgoec@gmail.com


 
44 

 

 


